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us their figures, much as we should like to have them. Therefore,
be content with my assurance that progress and expansion on a
great scale are continuous, and are remorselessly spurred on. This
progress has been accomplished under the fire of the enemy, under
air assault, which Hitler was led to believe would shatter our
industries and reduce us to impotence and subjection. It has
been done in spite of the difficulties of dispersion, and not only
with no sacrifice hi quality but with a gain in quality, both actual
and relative. Now that the air battles are developing again in
scale and intensity, we can claim that our fighters are at least as
much ahead of the enemy as when we defeated him a year ago.
As for the bombers, in the year that has passed, in British
production alone, taking no account of the now rapidly expanding
United States imports, we have doubled our power of bomb dis-
charge on Germany at 1,500 miles range ; and in the next three
months, though this time taking account of the American reinforcB"-
ments, we shall double it again. In the six months after that we
shall redouble it. Besides all this we have ploughed the land, and,
by the grace of God, have been granted the greatest harvest in
living memory, perhaps the greatest we have ever known in these
Islands. So much for comparison with the high level of the
Dunkirk period.
Now I turn to some comparisons with the last war. That was
a terrible war. It lasted 52 months ; there was frightful slaughter ;
there was an immense British effort; there was a complete final
victory. We are now in the twenty-third month. We have lost
large stocks of equipment on the beaches of Dunkirk, our food has
been rationed, our meat reduced, we have been bombed and blacked
out, and yet, even in this seventh quarter of the war, our total
output of war-Hke stores has been nearly twice as great as our
total output ot production in the corresponding seventh quarter
of the last war, and has equalled our production in the fourteenth
and culminating quarter of the last war. We have rather more
workers in the metal industry than we had then. When all those
now working to complete and equip our new factories become
available, and the Ministry of Labour has completed its task of
collecting workers from unessential industries, we shall produce
even more. But to reach, in two years, the level only achieved in
the fourth year of the last war is, I venture to submit, an achieve-
ment which deserves something better than flouts and jeers.
We are told how badly labour is behaving, and then a lot of
people who never did a day's hard work in their lives are out after
them. Again I daim to look back to the last war. In that war we
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